first reported the application of the complement-fixation test of Bordet and Gengou to the diagnosis of human syphilis. 2 weeks before this Wassermann, Neisser, and Bruck (1906) had published their observations on the sero-diagnosis of experimental syphilis in monkeys. Saline extracts of syphilitic tissues were used in the preparation of antigens which were thought to be specific due to the treponemes which they contained.
Later it was found that antigen could be prepared from normal tissues. The Moore and later Catterall (1961) found that the chronic BFP reaction may be of grave prognostic importance, a proportion of these patients developing some form of collagen disease.
Pregnancy is a physiological condition which is sometimes associated with the spontaneous appearance of an acute BFP reaction, but the incidence is exceedingly small. King (1964, p. 206) Though the numbers are extremely small, the consequences resulting from the diagnosis of syphilis-medical, domestic and, perhaps legalmake it imperative that thorough investigations be carried out and that the diagnosis be established beyond dispute before considering treatment. This is now possible with the introduction of such highly specific tests as the treponemal immobilization, fluorescent treponemal antibody, and Reiter protein complement-fixation tests.
An association between carcinoma of the stomach and blood group A was found by Aird, Bentall, and Fraser Roberts (1953 Buckwalter, Naifeh, and Auer (1962 ), Cowan (1962 ), Hanley (1964 , and many others, have also investigated the relation between the ABO blood groups and disease. Lawrence (1965) has stated that he found rheumatoid arthritis to be four times as common in persons of the AB group in a population sample in the Rhondda. He mentioned that some American workers have found a deficiency of AB isoagglutinins in group 0 patients with rheumatoid arthritis and in their relatives. All these factors appear to be independent of the rheumatoid serum factor.
The BFP reaction may, perhaps, be due to some constitutional or genetic factor. That the ABO blood group of a person being genetically determined may show some positive correlation with the BFP reaction, prompted this investigation. The number of chronic BFP reactors available was too small for worthwhile analysis. This paper, therefore, concerns acute BFP reactors only.
Material
The series consisted of sixty pregnant women, most of whom were referred by the ante-natal clinic for further investigation of positive reactions found on routine serological tests for syphilis.
Their ages ranged from 16 to 41 years-the average being just under 25 years. Ten of the patients were West Indian. All denied any past history of venereal disease and the West Indians denied any past history of yaws.
Management
All patients were fully examined clinically to exclude syphilis and/or yaws. Serological tests for syphilis were repeated locally and separate specimens of blood were sent to the Reference Laboratory for STS, and RPCF, and TPI tests. The ABO blood group and rhesus factor were also determined.
Results
In all these patients the RPCF and TPI tests were repeatedly negative. The period required for the serological tests for reagin to become completely negative varied from 15 to 277 days (average 55 7).
The Table shows the number and blood group distribution of the subject sera and controls: Kope6 (1956) .
t Keele and Neil (1961) .
No difference is seen between the blood group distribution of this area, Western Europe, and the subject sera.
If the ten West Indian patients are excluded, no material difference is found in the distribution of the blood groups.
Rhesus factor distribution was 51 positive (85 per cent.) and nine negative, which corresponds to the national distribution. 
Discussion

